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Abstract: Stress and intonation are from sound phenomena in most languages. They influence on
changing meaning of vocabulary without changing it. Thus, the research problem was defined by the
question “Are there similarities in stress and intonation between Arabic and Tamil, which belong to
two different language families?”. This research aims to clarify structure of stress and intonation
between the Arabic and Tamil languages, and to identify similarities and differences in stress and
intonation between the both languages. This research relies on qualitative approach in light of
contrastive descriptive analysis to reach the objective of the research. Secondary information was
collected from books, research and previous studies. The researchers find that stress is known in the
two languages with the same phonetic concepts when it occurs in words and sentences, and the types
of stress levels are the same in the two languages, while they differ in the symbols used in them. It is
possible to determine the forms of stress in a word in Arabic language. However, they have not been
precisely determined in Tamil language. Long vowels are often stressed in the Tamil language, while
consonants and vowels are stressed together in the Arabic language in the occurrence of stress. The
word stress is used in the Arabic language more than Tamil language. As for intonation, it is found in
the Arabic and Tamil languages according to their specific characteristics, and its types differ
according to various considerations. Thus, unique symbols are used for the two languages.
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